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Build resistance to 
capitalism & war 

Fight for workers 1 
freedom to strike 
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General strike in Spain 


A general strike shut down Spain in June as workers 
protested against attacks on workers’ rights, the war 
and capitalism. 

Such political strikes are illegal in NZ. 

But some of our rulers are worried that they will 
soon be happening. Let’s hope they are right. 

The Spanish strikes reflect a global mood or 
resistance and rebellion among grassroots people. 

That mood exists in Aotearoa, and it’s growing. 


Labour looks at strike laws change, page 2. 
Vote Green, build socialist alternative, page 3. 
School students organise, page 3. 

Bush backs Israeli murder, page 4. 

Steven Wallace's killer to stand trail, page 5. 




RIGHT TO STRIKE DEBATE 


An opportunity for unions 


By DON FRANKS 

The government has raised the 
issue of workers’ right to strike. 

M inister of labour M argaret 
Wilson wrote to the Council of 
Trade U nions (CTU ) and Busi¬ 
ness New Zealand last month 
asking for their views on New 
Zealand ratification of Interna¬ 
tional Labour 0 rganisation con¬ 
ventions 87 and 98. 

Those documents uphold the 
right of workers to strike on eco¬ 
nomic and social issues 

For New Zealand to ratify the 
ILO conventions there would 
need to be radical changes to 
New Zealand law. 

U nderLabour'sEmployment 


RelationsA ct(E RA ) only strikes 
over extreme risk to workers' 
health and safety, or after the ex¬ 
piry of a contract are legal. 

TheERA categorisesall other 
strikes as criminal acts which can 
be punished by imprisonment or 
fines 

The reactions to M argaret 
Wilson's letter were predictable. 

Business NZ executive direc¬ 
tor A nne K nowles told the NZ 
H erald that capitalists would be 
"hugelyconcerned" iftherightto 
strike was extended. 

Knowles also expressed con¬ 
cern aboutthe legalisation of soli¬ 
darity strikes complaining: 

"You could have a sympathy 
strike being called in support of 


the teachers pay impasse." 

CTU secretary Paul Goulter 
told the Herald: 

"We have a longstanding 
policy of support for the right to 
strike on political grounds, and 
obviously that would extend into 
sympathy actions". 

It is quite extraordinary that 
the government has chosen to 
open up this debate just before 
the election—or, indeed, at all. 

The whole recent history of 
Labour Party industrial policy has 
been one of restricting the right to 
strike. From the Labour R elations 
A ct of the'70s, to the E mployment 
R elations A ct of today, Labour 
Party laws have acted to limit 
workers' industrial action. 


Labour's approach to Busi¬ 
ness NZ and the CTU suggests 
that there is a debate among our 
rulers about the best way to deal 
with the rise in workers' struggle 
highlighted by the teachers' 
strikes 

A s regular readers of Social¬ 
ist Worker will know, we have 
campaigned hard for the absolute 
freedom of workers to strike. 

M argaret Wilson's surprising 
initiative means there is a real 
chance of making the legal right 
to strike an election issue. 

Socialist Worker will be pur¬ 
suing this opportunity with a 
postering and leaflet campaign. 

Ifyou'd liketo help, contact us, 
details page 10. 


Why raise the freedom to strike now? 


By DAVID COLYER 

Strikes on social and political issues, or in 
solidarity with other workers were banned 
by National’s ECA (Employment Contracts 
Act) in 1991. 

Labour’s ERA (Employment Relations Act), 
which replaced the ECA in 2000, increased the 
penalties. 

But this draconian policy of fining or impris¬ 
oning strikers has never had a serious test. 
Since 1991, many groups of workers have bro¬ 
ken the restrictions. None have been pros¬ 
ecuted. 

So far bosses have shied away from de¬ 
manding imprisonment of strikers because 
they know it would probably spark wider 
resistance. 

On the other hand, union officials—in gen¬ 
eral—have not wanted to put their necks on 
the line. They have refused to call for solidarity 
strikes, even if it means accepting a defeat, like 
that suffered last year by South Island 


watersiders fighting Carter Holt Harvey. 

The difference now is that rank-and-file 
workers are becoming more confident and com¬ 
bative, more willing to act independently of their 
union officials. 

We saw this when secondary school teach¬ 
ers around the country defied PPTA union lead¬ 
ers and took wildcat strikes. 

When high school students joined the teach¬ 
ers’ rebellion we saw the potential for strikes 
by one group to spread to others. 

The rapid development of students' de¬ 
mands—from simply supporting the teachers 
to raising opposition the new National Certifi¬ 
cate of Educational Achievement—shows how 
a solidarity action can inspire strikers to raise 
their own demands. 

The government and employers have to 
consider what they would have done if it had of 
been workers, rather than students, that were 
walking out of their work-places and marching 
to around calling others out on strike. 

If they followed the logic of the Employment 


Relations Act, they would do what they did in 
1913 and 1951, and send in the state forces to 
arrest strikers. 

But the government’s repressive response 
to the 1951 waterfront lockout saw thousands 
of workers strike in support of the wharfies. 
Important sections of the economy were shut 
down for 151 days. 

In these days of “international competi¬ 
tiveness’’ that would mean disaster for many 
capitalists. 

(Incidentally, although the watersiders lost 
the dispute, the heroic battle effectively gave 
NZ workers the unrestricted freedom to strike 
for the next 40 years.) 

But if the government took no action against 
mass illegal strikes, the whole structure of em¬ 
ployment law would undermined. 

If solidarity and political strikes were legal, 
then it is also more likely that union officials 
would be leading them. They would be in a 
better position to stop them going “too far”. 

The way things are going it is a matter of 
when, not if, NZ workers start striking over so¬ 
cial and solidarity issues again. 

When these strikes do happen, employers 
might find the ERA'S restrictions more of a hin¬ 
drance than a help. 

That, presumably, is why Margaret Wilson 
has raised this issue. 

It’s important to recognise that it is ordinary 
workers who are setting the agenda on this is¬ 
sue. Our class is become more “bolshie”, and 
our rulers have to decide how to react. 

Socialists and other radicals also have to 
decide how we are going to react, both on the 
freedom to strike issue, and the general in¬ 
crease in workers’ confidence. 

This is one of the themes of the upcoming 
Broad Assembly of Socialist Worker, see pages 
11 & 12 for details. 


Workers' 
Freedom 
to Strike 


Based on Socialist Worker’s 
submission to the select 
committee on the Employment 
Relations Bill, this booklet covers 
all the arguments about why 
workers should have the full legal 
right to strike. 


Just $3 (including postage) from Box 13-685 Auckland. 
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WHAT WE THINK 


Vote Green, build a 
socialist alternative 


Elections are a time when people are 
thinking about politics more than usual. 

As people consider who to vote for, 
they think about the kind of policies they'd 
like to see, the kind of changes they'd like 
a new government to make. 

This creates a good environment for 
socialiststo talk to other people about the 
kinds of changes we'd I ike to see. 

Thiselection Socialist Worker iscalling 
for a vote for the Green Party. 

The Greens have stood up to Helen 
Clark's government on important issues 
like the war against Afghanistan and 
genetic engineering (GE). 

They've become the focus for people 
looking to the left of the Labour govern¬ 
ment, which is slavishly following the 
agenda of corporate capitalism. 

A big vote for the Greens will lift the 
spirits of these people—socialists included. 

But Socialist Worker won't just be 
standing on the sidelines shouting "Go 
Green". 

We'll be using posters, leaflets, protests 
and stallsto raise issueslike workers' 


freedom to strike, and to oppose attempts 
to divert voters' attention with scare- 
mongering about crime and immigration. 

We'll also be pointing out the main 
difference between Socialist Worker and 
the Green Party's leaders—which is over 
how we can build a better world. 

Socialists say that capitalism can't be 
changed little-by-little through parliament. 
Capitalism has to be ripped out by the 
roots—only then can the seed of a new 
society can grow it's place. 

To carry out thisvital weeding, we need 
a revolution in which workersand other 
grassroots people take control over their 
workplaces schools and communities 

We'll also be talking to people about 
how socialists and other radicals—like the 
Greens—can work together to ensure our 
side wins struggles like those for greater 
democracy for school students, better pay 
for teachers and to stop GE. 

If you are interested in working with 
Socialist Worker, come to our Broad 
Assembly (see pages 11 & 12). 


A 

Rock & Roll 

The Wildcat 
Rock&Roll gig at 
Auckland’s Kings 
Arms, was enjoyed by 
nundreds of people 
and raised $800 for 
Socialist Worker. 

Thanks to the bands: 

• The Brunettes 

• Epawas 

• The Rock and Roll 
Machine 

• The Rudies 

and Kane, 
the organiser. 


STUDENTS ORGANISE 


By DAVID COLYER 

The nationwide strikes by high 
school students last month 
gave added momentum to 
plans for a high school 
students’ union. 

Studentsat A uckland'sWest- 
ern Springs Col lege had laid the 
ground for a union while cam¬ 
paigning against the victimisa¬ 
tion of anarchist students (be¬ 
longing to the Class War Youth 
group), for wearing political 
patches at the no-uniform 
school. 

M eanwhilestudentsin H am- 
ilton launched a website calling 
for a "New Zealand Secondary 
Students U nion". 

Socialist Worker formed 
linkswiththeseand many other 
students through our two leaf¬ 
lets on the students' rebellion 
(the second of which is in the 


middle of this paper). 

We found students from 
other schools were enthusiastic 
about the union idea, and are 
now helping to bring students 
from across the city together. 

INTERNET LINKS 

Class War Youth: www.geocities.com/ 
aucklandanarchists/ 

Hamilton students: www.expdev.net/ 
nzssu/ 


Meeting to discuss forming an: 

AUCKLAND 
HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS UNION 

5pm, Saturday,] uly 13. 
Methodist City Mission 
(back room), Queen Street 

(opposite Aotea Square and Town Hall) 
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Auckland high school students protesting on June 21. 

Students from Western Springs College arrived at Auckland 
Girls Grammar before 2pm and convinced students there to join 
the protest. 

After a rally in Aotea Square, close to 100 students marched 
from Queen Street to the Ministry of Education building in 
Ponsonby. 

After occupying the buildings foyer for some time, students 
met at a cafe to discuss further action, including forming a stu¬ 
dent union. 
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Bush backs Israeli murder 


The US president George 
Bush’s plan for “reform” in the 
Middle East announced this 
week will not bring about peace. 

H e gave his complete backing 
to I srael and its brutal repression 
of the Palestinians 

Right-wing prime minister 
A riel Sharon sent his troops and 
tanks to "indefinitely" reoccupy 
the main Palestinian areas in the 
West Bank in the days before 
B ush made his speech. 

I sraeli soldiers and tanks 
killed ten Palestinians as they 
swept through Jenin, Nablus, 
Bethlehem, Tulkarm, Qalqilya 
and Ramallah. 

But Bush said nothing. 

H e was also silent about the 
I sraeli settlers who control almost 
half of the West Bank.This is land 
that is supposed to belong to the 
Palestinians 

Instead Bush denounced the 
Palestinian "terrorists", echoing 
A riel Sharon's excuse for killing 
Palestinian men, women and chil¬ 
dren. 

Over 1,500 Palestinians have 
been killed since the beginning of 
the new intifada (or uprising) in 
September 2000, compared to 500 
Israelis who have died. 

Bush also directed his fire to¬ 
wards the Palestinian state, which 
he claimed is "corrupt". 

B ut he doesn't mention that its 
police force was set up under the 
guidance of his own CIA. 

Sharon's troops have already 
surrounded the ruined com¬ 
pound of the Palestinian leader 
Yasser A rafat in Ramallah. 

Israeli tanks only recently 
lifted their months-long siege of 
A rafat in the compound. 

A rafat is now forced to work 
in one of the few offices in the 
building left standing after the 
previous attacks. 

B ush had the nerve to demand 
that the Palestinians have to ap¬ 
point a new leader. 

"When the Palestinians have 
new leaders, the U nited States of 
A merica will support the creation 
of a Palestinian state," he com¬ 
manded. 

No wonder his speech was 
cheered by the Israeli govern- 
ment.They have long wanted to 
get rid of A rafat, who they blame 
for not clamping down on Pales¬ 
tinian militants. 

Bush's plan will enrage many 
Palestinians 11 is yet another ex¬ 
ample of a "peace plan” that en¬ 


shrines I srael's robbery of Pales¬ 
tinian land. 

Israel wassetupon78% of the 
land that the Palestinians owned 
in 1948. 

It kicked out 750,000 Palestin¬ 
ians into the West B ank and G aza 
Strip.Then I srael occupied these 
territories in 1967. 

There was supposed to be a 
peace plan drawn up in Oslo in 
1993. 

The Oslo peace accords did 
notbringjusticeand peaceforthe 
Palestinians. They consolidated 
I srael's control over the Palestin¬ 
ians. 

The number of illegal Israeli 
settlers living in the Occupied 
Territories doubled during the 
peace process 

This is despite the O slo peace 
accords giving Palestinians lim¬ 
ited control over their own areas. 

Yasser A rafat responded to 
B ush's speech, calling it "a seri¬ 
ous contribution to pushing the 
peace process forward". 

This shows the tremendous 
pressure he is under from the 
combined political and military 
weight of the U S and Israel. 

B ut he is in danger of becom- 
ing their instrument, imposing 
what they want to use against his 
own people. 

This will isolate him further 
from the mass of Palestinians 
who are sick of being crushed by 
Israel. 

The Palestiniansdeserve their 
land back, to live without brutal 
repression, and nothing less 


ISRAEL: 

THE HIJACK 



A Socialist Worker 
pamphlet by John 
Rose. Send $6 to 
Box 13-685 
Auckland to order 

your copy. 

_I_ 



A Palestinian murdered by Israeli troops in near the Gaza Strip on 
Friday June 21 


More Palestinians 
are gunned down 

Israeli soldiers deliberately fired on a group of Palestinian children 
who were shopping in Jenin last week, killing three of them. 

But there hasn't been an international cry of outrage about this 

The Israeli government has also begun constructing a 225-mile 
"security" fence to wall off Palestinians in the West Bank from I srael. 

I sraeli settlers have stepped up their violent attacks 

They ran rampant near Nabluson Friday of last week, terrorising 
an A rab village and shooting a Palestinian man dead. 

The Israeli army controls 42% of the West Bank to protect the 
settlers. It has divided the Palestinian areas up into eight separate 
"cantons". 

Israel controls the roads in between these areas, and constantly 
punishes the whole Palestinian people by closing them and not al¬ 
lowing A rabs through. 

O nly last week A wda A bd-A llah.a 54 year old Palestinian, died at 
a roadblock north of Ramallah. 

Israeli soldiers would not allow the ambulance carrying him to 
pass the checkpoint. A wda A bd-A llah was the 66th Palestinian to die 
during the intifada because of being denied access to medical treat¬ 
ment. 

When the Israelis close off the Palestinian areas they have a dev¬ 
astating effect—food, medical supplies and other essentials cannot 
get through. 

The economy has been destroyed—three quarters of Palestinians 
are living on less than $2 a day. 

Over 7,000 Palestinian men are held in Israeli prisons just because 
they are "suspected" of being involved with militant Palestinian 
groups. 
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Steven Wallace 


A VICTORY FOR 
THE WALLACE 
FAMILY 


By VAUGHAN GUNSON 

The family of Steven Wallace have received some measure of 
justice at last. Police constable Keith Abbott, the man who shot 
Wallace on the streets of Waitara in April 2000, will stand trail for 
murder. 

The latest ruling, by judge D ame Sian E lias, overturned that of 
two justices of the peace. 

The judge's decision is a victory for the Wallace family and their 
many supporters. H owever, it doesn't mean that the trial will find 
constable A bbott guilty. 

The jury will be under immense pressure to deliver a not-guilty 
verdict from media, politicians, and the police. 

The N ational Party, New Zealand First and the ACT party—all 
of whom are campaigning at the election for more police and 
greater police powers—have already criticised E lias's decision. 

These parties—along with the police themselves—are worried 
that in future other police officers who kill or use violence will have 
to stand trial.This would undermine their ability to act with 


impunity and dish out violence when and where they see fit. 

Currently, complaints against the police are heard by the Police 
Complaints A uthority, an investigatory body that is made up of 
cops and is answerable to the police.They get to investigate 
themselves. W hich is why the original Police Complaints A uthority 
report on the Wallace shooting sided with constable A bbott. 

W hen the trial approaches we can except a wave of media 
comment, statements from police, judges and politicians in support 
of A bbott. No doubt they will make him out to be some kind of 
heroic victim. 

But these lies could be overcome by protests throughout the 
country—outside courts for instance—that called for a conviction. 

G rassroots pressure is the only way to ensure that justice was 
done. 

The riots in LosA ngeles in 1992, after the police who beat up 
Rodney K ing were acquitted, forced a re-trail and an improved 
verdict. 

Those who can plainly see the crime committed against Steven 
Wallace and his family should continue to be active and vocal. 


Police violence protects the rich 


Whatever the outcome of 
constable Abbott’s trial, the 
police will push for new laws 
that prevent police officers 
being held accountable for their 
violent actions. 

G reg 0 'Connor, president of 
the Police A ssociation, has al¬ 
ready said,"we will belookingfor 
legislative change". 

This is because the police are 
an important cog in the machin¬ 
ery of the state.The ruling class 
of capitalists, government bu¬ 
reaucrats, and their enforcers— 
the police and army—will not sit 
by and have the state's power 
over usundermined. 

The very existence of the 
state, and a group of specially 
trained enforcers, is the logical 
outcome of a society where one 
class of people control wealth at 
the expense of another. 

The police are "necessary" 


only in that they protect the in¬ 
terests of the rich. 

The rich, being a small minor¬ 
ity, couldn't hope to staythatway 
without the police and other 
forces concentrated in the state. 

It is the police who break-up 
protests and pickets by workers. 

You never see the police in¬ 
timidating or using violence 
agai nst the bosses duri ng a strike. 
They instead act as agents of the 
capitalist class against workers. 

Their job is to maintain the 
status quo: the right of bosses to 
profit from the exploited labour 
of workers. 

When the status quo is chal¬ 
lenged on a large scale, like dur¬ 
ing the 1913 general strike, the 
1951 waterfront lockout, or the 
1981 SpringbokTour, then the full 
powers of the state are unleashed 
to smash opposition. 

A sthe R ussian revolutionary, 



Police attack anti-capitalist 
protest in Seattle 1999 


V I Lenin said, the bare essentials 
of the state are revealed to be 
"bodies of armed men, prisons 
etc". 

Because of their role in pro¬ 
tecting the rich, the police come 
into confrontation with those 
most oppressed in society. 


I n N ew Zealand, M aori are far 
more likely to be targeted by po¬ 
lice than Pakeha. This was con¬ 
clusion of 1998 report conducted 
byTe Puni Kokiri. 

The report highlighted how 
police carried out random "stops 
and searches", where often the 
criteria for being stopped was 
simply because you were M aori. 

I ncreasing this sort of harass¬ 
ment is central to the "zero toler¬ 
ance" policing advocated on the 
A ct party's election billboards. 

It is a style of policing prac¬ 
tised by New York cops, who 
regularly target A frican-A meri- 
can or FI ispanic people. 

0 ne N ew Y ork cop but it suc¬ 
cinctly when he said: 

"The only way I know to po¬ 
lice this community is by harass¬ 
ing them. We're the oppressors. 
I t's the only things these fuckers 
understand." 
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General strike s 

JUDY COX and CHRIS HARMAN from Socialist Worker Britain were in Seville i -r— tf-—*-—■ ^.l i p . iwi c r 



‘Flexible labour’ key issue behin 


The city of Seville in southern 
Spain was shut down on the eve 
of the European leaders’ summit 
there late last month. 

A general strike of workers saw 
militant pickets defy the law and 
shut down major industrial and 
transport centres 

M ost shops, bars and restau¬ 
rants were also closed down for the 
day. 

11 was exactly the same story in 
townsand citiesrightacrossSpain. 
Some ten million workers were on 
strike on Thursday J une 20. 

Over two million joined demon¬ 
strations in more than 90 towns. 

Thursday's strike and demon¬ 
strations were just the start of days 
of protests and marches focused 
around both the E uropean U nion 
summit and the attacks Spain's 
right-wing government is mount¬ 
ing against workers. 

Those attacks will befamiliarto 
workers across E urope. They are 
part of the drive to "flexible" la¬ 
bour pushed across the continent 
by the alliance of B ritain's Labour 
prime minister,Tony Blair with the 
right-wing prime ministers of Spain 
and I taly, j ose M aria A znar and 
Silvio B erlusconi. 

I n Spain A znar is attacking the 
welfare benefits of unemployed 
workersand seeking to force them 
to accept any job, no matter how 
low paid. 

Spanish government ministers 
used the media to claim the gen¬ 
eral strike had failed. 

Yet the impact of the workers' 
action was visible everywhere, and 
even the B B C reported that there 
were ten million workerson strike 
across Spain. 

Levels of electricity use were 
down to below that of a normal 
Sunday. 

The car industry, most public 
services and transport links were 
brought to a halt. 

Hundreds of thousands 
marched through dozens of cities 
proclaiming their determination to 
fight A znar's plans 

Whole families joined the 
march in Seville. 

One of the demonstrators, 
Sonia, told Socialist Worker why 
she was marching: 

"The government is trying to 
take away the fundamental rights 
of workers I have a job as a biolo¬ 
gist at the university, but I have no 


rightto unemployment benefitsor 
to union rights" 

Her mother, Carmen, added 
that they had no faith in the E uro¬ 
pean politicians and their summit: 

"They are only talking about 
the rights of capital, not the rights 
of workers or human rights." 

M any marchers waved red flags 
and carried home-made workplace 
bannersThey sang and chanted. 

Banners said "We will not be 
slaves" and "First they make us 
emigrate, then they discriminate 
against us If you are rich they call 
it tourism, if you are poor they 
abuse you". 

The Spanish government wants 
to ignore the workers' movement. 

When the unions claimed some 
600,000had marched in Barcelona, 
the government said it was only 
15,000. Even the local police admit¬ 
ted the march was around 500,000! 

In Seville the unions reported 
some 100,000 on the streets, but the 
governmentliemachinesaid there 
were only 9,000. 

The Spanish government can 
try to ignore the workers' action, 
but the militancy and anger of the 
strike, on the picket lines and on 
the march, showed the power to 
beat A znar and gain the momen¬ 
tum for the working class 


Spain’s prime minister Aznar 
received applause from recently 
elected right-wing leaders across 
Europe when he claimed, 
wrongly, that the general strike 
had been a “fiasco”. 

Those leaders—Berlusconi 
from Italy, Raffarin from France, 
Schussel from Austria and 
Balkanendefrom Holland—were 
all overjoyed. A znar also called 
B ritian'sTony B lair "my friend". 

The issue at stake in the strike 
was the centrepiece of the Blair- 
Berlusconi-Aznar alliance, creat¬ 
ing "flexible labour markets" by at¬ 
tacking workers' rights 

This goes together with the at¬ 
tacks on asylum seekers that were 
at the centre of European leaders' 
summit discussions 

Behind the Spanish strike is a 
decree from the Aznar govern¬ 


ment. This takes away unemploy¬ 
ment benefit from anyone who 
does not accept any job available 
within 20 miles of their home, re¬ 
gardless of pay or conditions. 

It is also scrapping benefits for 
hundreds of thousands of agricul¬ 
tural labourers in the south of the 
country, for whom there is only 
work three months of the year. 

This will compel them to emi¬ 
grate hundreds of miles to the 
north of the country if they want a 
livelihood. Spain's union leaders 
are not especially militant. 

Until recently their language 
was of "partnership" between, 
bosses, governments and workers 

The Workers Commissions un¬ 
ion federation (CCOO) has been 
run by its "moderate" wing for 
several years. 

A nd theother main union fed¬ 


eration, the UGT, has usually 
been thought of as even more 
"moderate". 

B ut A znar's "take it or leave it" 
attitude to his attack on workers' 
rightsforced these union leaders to 
respond. 

O nly a small minority of Spain's 
workers are formally members of 
the unions. But on Thursday be¬ 
tween 80 and 85%of all workers 
joined the strike. 

A znar's hard line forced union 
leaders speaking at the Seville 
demonstration to use very militant 
language. 

The leader of theWorkersCom- 
missions told the demonstrators 
this was "a historic day for the 
working class" and they would 
show that Spain could not be gov¬ 
erned without the unions. 

A znar will now be putting pres- 
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Midnight: 

picketing out 
bars and 
restaurants 


Pickets in the morning 

The first pickets took to the streets of Seville at midnight. They paraded 
through the popular bar and restaurant quarters of the city, chanting 
“Strike! Strike!” and shutting down bars. 

At 5am pickets gathered at the central Prado bus station. 

Maria Jesus Gallardo Ventura was one of the 30 or so who closed 
the station down. She told Socialist Worker: 

“The strike is against the government that wants to take away our 
rights and benefits. They want to take away all aid from the agricul¬ 
tural workers, making them have to leave home and move to cities. 
The government considers the unemployed to be delinquents.” 

There were cheers when the doors of the station were shut and 
barriers thrown across some entrances. 

Jose Manual Gil added, “Today there will be no buses.” 

Another picket told Socialist Worker: 

“People are getting more angry. It was the government that imposed 
their reforms. People think it is time to stand up and stop Aznar.” 


‘Anti, anti, anti-capitalistas!’ 


d battle 

sure on the union leaders to go 
back on such talk.They may fall for 
his line. 

B ut the militant mood shown on 
the picket lines and demonstrations 
must in reality befrighteningA znar. 

There was an enormous sense 
of solidarity from workers of all 
sorts, public sector and private sec¬ 
tor, manual and white collar, 
women and men. 

People in their fifties who re¬ 
member the fight against G eneral 
Franco's fascist regime, which 
ended 27 years ago, were there 
alongside workers in their teens 

There was the same spirit we 
saw in the great anti-capitalist dem¬ 
onstrations against the G 8 summit 
in G enoa last J uly, and in the up¬ 
rising in B uenos A ires which top¬ 
pled the A rgentinian government 
in December. 


A massive anti-capitalist 
demonstration burst through 
Seville on Saturday June 22. 

The city was filled with well over 
100,000 demonstrators, the major¬ 
ity from southern Spain. 

The police shut down the train 
station, stopped buses, and closed 
the border with neighbouring Portu¬ 
gal to try and ruin the march. 

But demonstrators defied the 
police, and temperatures of 38°C, to 
show their opposition to the Euro¬ 
pean Union summit. 

The mood was very militant, 
echoing the mood seen in the gen¬ 
eral strike and trade union demon¬ 
stration two days earlier. 

The march was organised by the 
Social Forum of Andalusia. It had 
two official banners. 

One read “Against a Europe of 
capital and war’’ and the second 
read “There is no such thing as an 


illegal person.” 

Antonio from the social forum told 
Socialist Worker: 

“The general strike woke people 
up and made them want to have 
more marches and actions.” 

People demonstrated over a huge 
range of issues, from the environ¬ 
ment to solidarity with Palestine, from 
women’s rights to anti-privatisation. 

A huge balloon painted as a 
globe bounced along the march to 
illustrate the slogan of the move¬ 
ment, “Another world is possible”. 

There were big delegations from 
the major Spanish trade unions. 
They carried the flags and balloons 
they had made for the general strike. 

All these protesters were united 
in their opposition to the policies of 
Spanish prime minister Aznar. 

And they were united by their op¬ 
position to capitalism itself. The 
chant of “Anti, anti, anti-capitalistas” 


was taken up time and time again. 

Some banners read “Imperialism 
is the father of real misery” and “No 
to capitalist terrorism”. 

A popular chant went, “Bush, 
Sharon—asesinos! Viva, viva, los 
Palestinos!” 

Another theme running through 
the huge demo was solidarity with 
refugees and immigrants. 

There was a delegation from the 
500 immigrants who had been oc¬ 
cupying a building at the university 
in Seville. 

The spirit of anti-capitalism was 
visible in every section of the march. 
From the beginning right to the end, 
protesters sat down in the road, held 
back and charged, chanted and 
danced. 

The En Lucha group, Socialist 
Worker’s sister organisation, led one 
of the liveliest, most militant sections 
of the march. 


5J Uly 2002 SOCIALIST WORKER 7 






WORKERS' SURVEY 


This is the last set of responces to 
Socialist Worker’s “Workers’ Survey”, 
which ran between February and May this 
year. 


Q1. Who should workers support in 

the next election, and why? 

HILARY ARNOLD??? 

SIMON DOHERTY I t's difficult to choose 
one party for all workers. I believe either 
the A I Nance or the G reens are the parties 
which best represent the needs of the 
people (ie not business). Labour asa party 
has moved too far to the right. 

MATTHEW LAMONT A nyone that 
supports the right to strike. I think it is a 
key indication of their attitude. 

LEAH LUPALA I'm not too sure, so far I 
liked what the G reens have to say with 
regard to student loans. I think I need to 
pay more attention to what is being said. 
Sometimes the issues that gain a lot of 
ground in the political forum are not issues 
of importance to me and my family. I will 
vote for who supports single parents, 
students, people on low incomes, children 
employed in the workforce and whoever 
actively acts against institutionalised racism 
towards migrant workers!! :-) 0 h and the 
party who wants to do something about 
Winz, like sort them out!! 

ROSIE RYBURNA nyone who reinstates 
workers' full right to strike. N o to three 
month trials. Raising youth / adult minimum 
wages— same work, same pay.Young 
people are being exploited. 

MICHAEL SHAKESPEARE A nyone who 
is centre-left, because they are more likely 
to listen to the workers' plight. 


Q.2 The Labour-Alliance government 
has backed the attack on Afghanistan 
by the US state, which says it will also 
attack other countries. What is your 
attitude to that? 

HILARY ARNOLDThey're blindly 
following the U S for historic and economic 
reasons. Backing the U S attacks was 
morally wrong. 

SIMON DOHERTYThe unilateral 
belligerence if the U S is a substantial threat 
to world peace. A Iso, the focus of U S foreign 
policy on attacking Islamic "terrorist" 
countries shows a sinister racial aspect. 


The people who took part in this 
survey are (in alphabetical order): 

HILARY ARNOLD worker, H amilton 

SIMON DOHERTY student, 
Wellington 

MATTHEW LAMONT unemployed, 
Auckland 

LEAH LUPALA student / homemaker 
/ parent, Wellington 

ROSIE RYBURN worker, A uckland 

MICHAEL SHAKESPEARE worker, 
Waikanae 


MATTHEW LAMONT The attack on 
A fghanistan is about the access routes for 
Central A sian oil and gas.TheTaliban met 
with the U S State D epartment to negotiate 
pipeline rights.The war is about resources, 
not terrorism. It is pure imperialism. 

LEAH LUPALAThat's wrong. A Iso it shows 
that the Labour-A lliance is more right-wing 
than left. 

ROSIE RYBURN U S is the terrorist— 
militarily, economically, socially, every way. 

A ny support for this is an attack on 
everyone's human rights and undemocratic. 
There will be no free trade deal. Lets not 
helpA merica kill humansfor the sake of oil. 

MICHAEL SHAKESPEARE I believe they 
need to free the A fghani people from 
oppression. B ut they should not take any 
further action against others. 


Q.3 The Labour-Alliance government 
has outlawed political, solidarity and 
environmental strikes, just like the last 
National government. What do you 
think about that? 

HILARY ARNOLD I'm not informed 
enough to have formed an opinion. 

SIMON DOHERTYThroughout the 20th 
Century, strikes by unions in support of more 
general social justice movements has been 
an effective, positive political tool. Removing 
the right of any organisation to take political 
action it sees fit contravenes democratic 
rights. 

MATTHEW LAMONT I'm resigned to the 
fact that scum floats to the top. 


LEAH LUPALA L ike I said before, they are 
left in name only, notin action.They should 
not even be called Labour—maybejust 
A lliance! 

ROSIE RYBURN Labour is behaving 
undemocratically, campaigning on lies 
before elections, betraying voters once in. 
We need to take the power back with public 
lobbying, plus protest, etc. Vote for 
someone else! 

MICHAEL SHAKESPEARE I believe they 
should allow the above action because they 
are social events. 


Q.4 The Labour-Alliance government 
is proposing that private firms be 
allowed to gain long-term control over 
local government assets under “public- 
private partnerships”. How do you feel 
about that? 

HILARY ARNOLD It undermines our 
democratic right to run our country as we 
see fit. 

SIMON DOHERTY I don't know much 
about the issue. 

MATTHEW LAMONT It is a sinister 
development because, as in the U S, this 
private control of strategic assets like 
pipelines leads to a huge amount of control 
over prices and politicians 

LEAH LUPALA That N Z is up for sale to 
the highest bidder, and that can't be good. 
Especially if NZ interests are not the 
interests of the highest bidder. M eaning our 
needs are not formats in the minds of those 
private firms If they are international 
corporations, our NZ needs will not be 
foremost. 

ROSIE RYBURNThat's another name for 
private control over public assets. Public 
money going to private hands— bad idea. 
Full privatisation may follow, maybe to 
overseas interests without asking the real 
owners—us, the people. 

MICHAEL SHAKESPEARE I Work for a 
firm that was privatised— N Z R ail ways 11 
has not benefited the workers or the 
communities around New Zealand. 


Q.5 What is your attitude to genetic 
engineering? 

HILARY ARNOLD M ore controls need to 
be in place. 
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"We do not know enough 
about the problems it [G E ] 
may cause later.” 

■ MICHAEL 
SHAKESPEARE 


"The focus of US foreign 
policy on attacking Islamic 
"terrorist" countries shows a 
sinister racial aspect." 

■ SIMON DOHERTY 


"We need to take the power 
back with public lobbying, 
plus protest, etc." 

■ ROSIE RYBURN 


SIMON DOHERTY GE is a dangerous 
technology. "We" (or the industries that use 
it) are not able to control the spread of 
novel genes in the environment. A Iso, the 
kinds of technology used (intersection of 
human animal, plant genetic material) is 
offensive to many people (for religious 
ethical, or traditional reasons) and their 
needs should be considered. 

MATTHEW LAMONT A s long as it is kept 
in the lab I don't mind so much—in an ideal 
world at least. U nfortunately we don't live 
in an ideal world. 

LEAH LUPALA M y concern foremost is to 
deal with the issues of affording enough 
food for my family in the first place. G E 
comes after that. 

ROSIE RYBURN G E has already shown 
disastrous results around the world. G enes 
should never be private businesses' 
property to be messed with and profited 
from. I have a right to say no to G E . 

I ntroduction contaminates and leaves no 
choice. A s a human and vegan I find G E 
abhorrent. I say no! 

MICHAEL SHAKESPEARE A gainst, 
because we do not know enough about the 
problems it may cause later. 


TALKING UNION 


The casting vote 

By DON FRANKS 

Over the last few weeks, unionists all over Aotearoa have been 
hard out on the election campaign. 

Some have been pushing Labour, Green or Alliance candidates, 
but overall the main union preoccupation has been getting workers 
on the roll to vote. 

History shows why unions place such importance on the vote. 

Although we’re given the impression that voting up a parliament 
every few years is the way its always been, votes for workers are, 
historically, quite a new thing. 

In Aotearoa, after colonisation, a system of provincial govern¬ 
ments finally gave way to a central parliament. Only property own¬ 
ing men could stand or vote for that parliament. 

It was seen as right and proper and, above all, "natural” for poli¬ 
tics to be the business of the bosses. Political rights for workers— 
or for women of any class—was, to the established order, a crazy 
notion. 

Only after years of struggle did working men get voting rights in 
1878. 

The years that followed were marked by huge campaigning ef¬ 
forts, by which women won themselves the vote in 1893. 

That also made this the first country were women got the right to 
vote in national elections. 

Putting that in a recognisable perspective of time, the cottage I 
currently live in had been standing seven years—probably before 
its second coat of paint—before women could vote! 

The right of all to vote was a big step forward, but those at the 
top today would like to make it the last step. 

The “natural” state of affairs now goes like this: we can all vote, 
so the struggle for workers’ political rights is over, there are no fur¬ 
ther political rights to win. 

We vote every three years—unless politicians decide to call the 
elections early—and then hope that those politicians will not stuff 
us up too much. 

Some unionists say that because workers are the majority, all 
we need to concentrate on is getting all the workers out to vote in a 
workers’ government and then we’ll be winners every time. 

But, as we’ve found, somehow it hasn’t worked out that way at all. 

Its not enough just to vote for a party who say they’re for the 
workers. This was proved by the 1984 Labour government. 

As soon as they were in office, that government brought in a 
programme of right-wing, “free market” reforms that came to be 
called “Rogernomics”. 

The result was mass unemployment, poverty and ruin for thou¬ 
sands of workers. 

The process of parliament offered workers no solution. The La¬ 
bour politicians carrying out their surprise attacks on workers could 
not be restrained or recalled. 

Parliament showed itself to be more responsive to corporate 
dictates than workers’ needs. 

A lesson of the 1984 Labour government is that voting once 
every three years is not the final step for workers. 

We really need a political system where its workers—not corpo¬ 
rate bosses—make the big decisions. 

To achieve that system and to get the things we want today, 
workers need to use the political weapons of mass action: demon¬ 
strations and strikes. 

Those actions are more powerful than voting, because the whole 
process is controlled and decided by the workers themselves from 
start to finish. 

Recent strikes and demonstrations by teachers and students 
have forced the government to offer more money to teachers (but 
not enough), when they said there was no more money to be had. 

To make real progress this current election other workers should 
follow the teachers, who’s great struggle reminds us that the cast¬ 
ing vote is direct action. 
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CONTACT THE 
SOCIALISTS IN 
YOUR AREA 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone: Vaughan (09) 433 8897 
Email: vaughang@ihug.co.nz 


★ AUCKLAND 


Meets 7.30pm every Tuesday at the 
Trade Union Centre, 147 Great North Rd, 
Grey Lynn. Transport available. 

Phone: Len 634 3984 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


★TAURANGA 


Phone: Tony 544 1859 
Email: hatosnell@hotmail.com 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone: Bernie 345 9853 
Email: bernieh@clear.net.nz 


★ NEW PLYMOUTH 


Email: edithandal@pocketmail.com.au 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at Room 2, 
Crossways (back entrance), Elizabeth St, 
Mt Victoria. 

Phone: Gordon 972 2296 
Email: gfarris@i4free.co.nz 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone: Don 385 5268 
Email: dwa@netaccess.co.nz 


★ TIMARU 


Phone: Vaughan 686 6498 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


Socialist Worker members elsewhere in 
Aotearoa and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted through 
Socialist Worker's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984 

Fax: (09) 634 3936 

Write: PO Box 13-685 Auckland 

Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


Socialist Worker 

WHERE WE STAND 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and war. 
Although workers create society's wealth, 
it is controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when the 
working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China and 
Cuba, just like the former Soviet Union 
and the Eastern bloc, have nothing to do 
with socialism. They are state capitalist. 
We support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist ruling 
class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion, contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, police 
and judiciary protect the ruling class. 
These institutions cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state—a democratic workers state based 
on workers councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for social¬ 
ism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. We support all 
genuine national liberation struggles. 


We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading working 
class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM 
OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all oppressed 
groups to organise for their own defence. 
Their liberation is essential to socialist 
revolution and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 
determination. 

The government’s approach to Treaty 
claims has benefited a Maori elite while 
doing little for working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establishment 
of a workers’ state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a mass revolutionary 
socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of building 
such a party through involvement in the 
day-to-day struggles of workers and the 
oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisation 
must grow in size and influence to provide 
leadership in the struggle for working class 
self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions with a 
rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to fight 
for socialism, then join us. 


* If you like reading Socialist Worker, send in this form: * 

| □ I want to attend a socialist meeting | 

® □ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation ® 

I □ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker (enclose $30 for a year) I 


Socialist Worker 
is on the internet 

http://au.geocities.com/swo_nz/ 


1 NAME.PHONE. 1 

J ADDRESS. | 

j EMAIL. * 

I Post to Socialist Worker, PO Boc 13-685 Auckland I 

L_J 
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A Broad Assembly of Socialist Worker 
meets in Auckland on the weekend of 17-18 
August. These topics will be debated out: 

• Capitalism’s strategy of armed globalisation. 

• The global resistance to capitalism and war. 

• The ideas and organisation of reformism a 

(such as Labour & Greens). ^ 

• The revolutionary socialist tradition. 

• How revolutionaries work in the unions. 

• How revolutionaries oppose 

capitalism’s oppressions. M ^||y 

• How revolutionaries work in jyjL 

broad coalitions. ^ 




How revolutionaries relate to 
parliament and elections. 

How to connect socialism 
with the masses. 

Why we must build 4 

Socialist Worker ^ 

and how to do it. 






So you want 
a democratic, 
► co-operative and 

sustainable society? 

Come to the Broad Assembly 
and work with Socialist Worker. 

Together we can create a 
much larger socialist alternative 
to capitalism’s injustice and war. 


To register for the Broad Asembly, 





■ The reasons behind the 
Broad Assembly—flip page 


(09) 634 3984 or post in the form below. 


/ I want to register for the Broad Assembly of 
Socialist Worker in Auckland on 17-18 August. 

NAME. 

EMAIL. 

ADDRESS. 


PHONE.MOBILE. 

UNION (if any). 

PARTY AFFILIATION (if any). 

Post to Socialist Worker, Box 13-685, Auckland 

i_i 


5 July 2002 SOCIALIST WORKER 11 

















■ STIRRINGS AT THE GRASSROOTS. Never before has 
New Zealand seen wildcat strikes by high school students and 
their teachers. It’s time to get organised to change the system. 


S [• Wi 

CHANGE 
THE SYSTEM 


CAN WE 



Grassroots people in Aotearoa are standing up 
and demanding decent incomes, more 
democracy, global peace and a sustainable 
environment. For instance: 

• Tens of thousands of high school students 
walked out of classes around the country. 

• Secondary teachers at more than 50 
colleges went on wildcat strikes over the 
heads of their union officials. 

• Overworked and underpaid nurses in 
Auckland voted by 95% to strike. 

• Large numbers have shown their 
opposition to the state terrorism of 
America and Israel. 

• The massive GE-free movement is 
solidly against corporate control. 

Flow can we link struggles like these 
together so they become a far more 
powerful ‘movement of movements’? 

Flow can we educate ourselves and 
others about capitalism’s strategy of 
armed globalisation? 


Flow can we overcome the power of the 
corporate media and connect with the masses 
of people who want a better society? 

These are burning questions at this time of 
growing revolt against the system. 

Individuals and small groups are simply 
overwhelmed by such questions. Only a large 
socialist collective can solve them. 

Revolutionary socialists must work together 
and grow in numbers. 

We must become big enough to challenge 
the whole rotten system at the same time 
as demanding immediate reforms. 

So what’s the next step? 

A Broad Assembly of Socialist Worker is 
meeting in Auckland on the weekend of 
17-18 August. 

The Broad Assembly is open to all who 
want to work with Socialist Worker for a 
world without injustice and war. 

Interested? To register, flip page. 







